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SUBJ: AIRLIFT REQUEST FROM MAURITANIA 
REF: NOUAKCHOTT 762 

1. USYG MORSE'S OFFICE TODAY PASSED USUN COPY OF TELEGRAM 
FROM FAO ASKING THAT MORSE SUPPORT GIRM REQUEST FOR TWO 
US HERCULES PLANES TO OPERATE IN MAURITANIA FOR MONTH OF 
OCTOBER. MORSE EXPLICITLY ASKED THAT HIS SUPPORT FOR 
THIS REQUEST BE CONVEYED TO USG. IT WILL BE NOTED IN TEXT 

OF FAO CABLE THAT FAO IS PREPARED TO PROVIDE GROUND ASSISTANCE 
IN NOUAKCHOTT AS IT HAS DONE PREVIOUSLY FOR OTHER DONORS. 

2. TEXT OF FAO CABLE FOLLOWS: 

"FOLLOWING IS SELF EXPLANATORY CABLE JUST RECEIVED FROM 
PAGE CHIEF LOGISTICS OFFICER IN MAURITANIA. MINISTER HEALTH 
YESTERDAY INDICATED NEED FOR AIRCRAFT TO TRANSPORT FOOD TO 
KIFFA, AIOUN-EL ALTROUSS AND NEMA WHICH ACCORDING MINISTER 
CUT OFF FROM REST OF COUNTRY BY RAINS. MINISTER EXPLAINED 
THAT RAINS NORMALLY MAKE THIS AREA INACCESSIBLE UNTIL 
EARLY NOVEMBER. 

'"APPARENTLY UNTIL RECENTLY POPULATION THIS REGION WERE 
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LIVING OFF STOCKS FROM LAST YEARS HARVEST WHICH NOW ALMOST 
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DEPLETED. AS YOU AWARE TWO SPANISH DC3S HAVE BEEN OPERATING 
SINCE 29 1/S. THESE AIR CRAFT DEPARTED 17/9 HAVING AIRLIFTED 
EOLLOWING QUANTITIES ONLY: TICHIT 3 MT MILK; NEMA 30 MT 
WHEAT, 3 MT MILK, 1 MT MEDICINES. 

'"IN ADDITION ONE GERMAN TRANSAL OPERATING SINCE 29/8 
EROM NOUAKCHOTT TO KIFEA AND AIOUN. AIRCRAET DUE DEPART 
21/9. ESTIMATE QUANTITY AIRLIETED THIS PERIOD APPROX 600 
TONS. 

"TN ADDITION ONE LIBYAN AIREORCE C130 ARRIVED 10/9 
BUT DUE DEPART 19/9. ESTIMATE QUANTITY AIRLIEFTED BY THIS 
AIRCRAET EROM NOUAKCHOTT TO KIFEA AND AIOUN APPROX 250 
TONS. MINISTER ADVISED THAT NO OTHER AIRCRAET COMMITTED 
AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT FAO COULD ARRANGE PROVISION 
TWO HERCULES Cl 30 EOR PERIOD ONE MONTH TO AIRLIET 2400 
MT EOOD EROM NOUKCHOTT (SIC) TO KIEEA AND AIOUN. 

"T APPRAISED MINISTER OF OSRO POLICY ON AIRLIFT PHASING 
OUT BY END SEPTEMBER BUT CONCEDED THAT MAURITANIA POSITION 
COULD BE VIEWED DIEFERENTLY AS RAINS ARE LATER RENDERING 
SOME AREAS INACCESSIBLE UNTIL END OCTOBER. 

'"DISCUSSED MATTER WITH LED DELEGATE, GERMAN CHARGE 
D'AEFAIRES, US AMBASSADOR AND AYOUB OEEICER IN CHARGE 
UNDP AND ALL CONEIRM KIEFA, AIOUN, NEMA INACCESSIBLE BY 
SUREACE TRANSPORT TILL END OCTOBER (SIC). PLEASE NOTE 
THAT US AMBASSADOR NOW CABLING WASHINGTON FOR PROVISION 
TWO USAF C130 TO OPERATE 1/10 TO 31/10. NOUAKCHOTT TO 
KIEFA AND AIOUN 2400 MT FOOD. US AMBASSADOR ENVISAGED THAT 
DEAL WILL BE BILATERAL BUT EXPRESSED HOPE THAT EAO/ 

WEP COULD PROVIDE SOME GROUND ASSISTANCE NOUAKCHOTT FOR 
OPERATION AS US EMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT COMPRISES THREE PERSONS 
ONLY WITHOUT ANY AIRLIET EXPERIENCE. IE US PROVIDE TWO 
C130S EOR OCTOBER THIS SHOULD SATISFY (SIC) MAURITANIA'S 
NEEDS WITH MINIMUM INVOLVEMENT." 

"WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORTING REQUEST EOR 2 US HERCULES 
PLANES EOR MAURITANIA (SIC) PARTICULARLY AS MALI AIRLIET 
WOULD GRADUALLY TERMINATE WITH INCREASE IN RIVER TRANSPORT. 
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EAO WOULD BE PREPARED PROVIDE GROUND ASSISTANCE NOUAKCHOTT 
AS IT HAS DONE FOR CANADIAN GERMAN AND BELGIAN PLANES. 
NEHEMIAH" 

SCALI 
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